The Gospel

The Gospel – The Power of God unto Salvation
Rom 1:16

16
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

· The Apostle Paul called the Gospel the 
power of God unto Salvation.
In this study we want to answer some basic questions about the Gospel…
1) What is the Gospel?

2) Who preached the Gospel message in 
the Bible?

3) Is belief in the Gospel necessary for 
salvation?

4) What happens to those who change or 
add to the Biblical Gospel message?

5) What happens to those who do not 
obey the Gospel message?

6) How do I obey the Gospel in my own 
life?

1) What is the Gospel?

The Good News!
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In the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth, Greece he describes the Gospel this way… 
1 Cor 15:1-4

1
Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

2
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

· The Gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
· How can we obey this? 
· By understanding that Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection are comparative to our repentance, baptism, and receiving the Holy Ghost.


2) Who Preached the Gospel Message in the Bible?

Jesus Taught It – Before Pentecost
· The Gospel

Matt 4:23

23
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

· Repentance

Luke 13:3

3
I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

· Water Baptism

Mark 16:15-18
15
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

16
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

17
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

18
They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

· The Infilling of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit)

John 3:5
5
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

The Apostle Peter Taught It- After Pentecost
· The Gospel

Acts 15:7

7
And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

· Repentance
Acts 3:19

19
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;

· Water Baptism

Acts 10:45-48
45
And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

46
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

47
Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
48 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

· The Infilling of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit)

Acts 2:38
38
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The Apostle Paul Taught It


· The Gospel

1 Cor 9:16
16
For though I preach the gospel, I have
 nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
· Repentance

Acts 17:22

22
Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, …

Acts 17:30

30
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

· Water Baptism
Acts 16:28-33

28
But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

29
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

30
And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

31
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

32
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

33
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

· The Infilling of the Holy Ghost( Holy Spirit)
Acts 19:1-7

1
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

2
He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

3
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

4
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

5
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6
And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

7
And all the men were about twelve.
Others Who Taught It
· Before Pentecost
The Twelve
Luke 9:1-6

1
Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

2
And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

3
And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece.

4
And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart.

5
And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.

6
And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.

The Seventy 
Luke 10:1

1
After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.
Luke 10:9

9
And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

· After Pentecost

The Apostle Peter

The Apostle John

Acts 4:19-20

19
But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

20
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

The Apostle Philip

Acts 8:5

5
Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

(KJV)

All 12 Apostles

Acts 2:14
14
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:

The Apostle Paul (Saul) 
Acts 9:19-20

19
And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.

20
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

And many others to numerous to mention.

3) Is Belief in the Gospel Necessary for Salvation?

· Jesus said:

Mark 1:15

15
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

Mark 16:15-16

15
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

16
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

John 3:15

15
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
John 3:18

18
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

John 3:36

36
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

John 8:24

24
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

· Paul said:
2 Cor 4:4

4
In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

Rom 1:16

16
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
4) What will Happen to Those who Change or 



Add to the Gospel message?

Gal 1:6-9

6
I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

7
Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

8
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

9
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

5) What happens to those who do not obey the 






Gospel message?

2 Cor 4:3
3
But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
1 Pet 4:17-18

17
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

18
And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

· Peter asks a serious question and Paul’s going to answer it.

II Th 1:7-9

7
And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

8
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

9
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

· We need to obey the Gospel.

· The gospel is just as much about obedience as it is about faith and believing.
II Th 2:10-15

10
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12
That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
6) How do I Obey the Gospel in my Own Life?

· Heed the Doctrine (Heed means - Pay strict attention to this!)
1 Tim 4:16

16
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

· Search the Scriptures
Acts 17:10-12

10
And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

11
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

12
Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.

John 5:39

39
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

· Study the Word
2 Tim 2:15

15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

How to Study the Bible for Yourself

1. Find a good version of the Bible in which to study from, we recommend the KJV or NKJV available at any good book store or Christian book store.

2. Realize that the Bible is actually 66 individual books written over thousands of years. It is actually a library of books.

3. Realize there is only one author to the Bible - God Almighty – he had many writers (secretaries) but he alone is the author.

4. Realize there are different themes in the Bible;

The Old Testament includes:
· Law -    

The first 5 books of the Bible penned by  Moses: 




Genesis-Deuteronomy
· History – 

The next 12 books of the Bible include the history of 



Israel & Judah: 




Joshua-Esther
· Poetry – 

The next five books are books of poetry

        


Job–Song of Solomon
· Prophecy – 

The final 17 books of the Old Testament contain 



prophecy some of which has already occurred and 



some of which is soon to come to pass.
                   
Isaiah-Malachi

The New Testament includes:

· The Gospels-

The first 4 books of the New Testament they are a 




biography of the life of Jesus Christ told from four 




different perspectives.
                            

 Matthew, Mark, Luke & John

· Acts –


The only book in the Bible where you can read 





sermons to the lost and find how to be saved, and 




read accounts of people actually being saved. 






The Book of Acts
· The Epistles – 

Letters written to the real Biblical Church to folks 




that are already saved. 






Romans –Jude
· Prophecy – 

The only New Testament book of prophecy. 





The Revelation Of Jesus Christ

Following these simple rules will help to keep you on the straight and narrow, ask your self these questions when studying any scripture text.

1. Who wrote the book?

2. Who was the book written to? I.e. The Patriarchs, Israel, the Churches, the Lost

3. What is the time period in history? Old or New Testament.

4. Does this teaching transfer from the Old to the New Testament?

5. Does this apply to me today? Is it during the church age?

Let the Bible interpret the Bible. If two scriptures seem to contradict each other; find the third or fourth scripture on that topic to make it clear. The Word of God will never contradict itself.

· Recognize that you are being called by the Gospel
II Th 2:10-15

10
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12
That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

13
But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

14
Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15
Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

· Believe the Gospel
Mark 1:15

15
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

· Obey the Gospel
Acts 2:38-39

38
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.


The Three Main Points of Obeying the Gospel

1) Repent of Your Sins

Today we might describe repentance as apologizing to the Lord for the things that we have done            (and the things we haven’t done and should have) that have caused him pain, and to make a firm decision that with His help we will never allow those “things  or actions” that cause him pain in our lives again, and by His grace to do the things that he would want us to do that will bring him pleasure.
In short;

· To walk away from sin, and walk with Jesus. 

· To completely give our lives over to him to use as he would. 

· To die out to our own will our wants and desires and do Christ’s will.

Often as we meditate on the deep love that Jesus has for us, his brutal death on the cross, his burial and resurrection our repentance is accompanied by deep regret, sorrow and tears as the reality of how we have treated the Lord Jesus Christ comes over us. 
Remember your repentance is equated with Jesus death on the cross
Repentance = Christ’s death on the cross

Death, our death, our dying to the flesh, dying to sin.

John 12:24

24
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

2) Be Baptised In the Name of Jesus Christ to 
Have Your Sins Forgiven and Washed Away

Baptism= Christ’s burial
Our burial, when the old man dies he needs buried.
Rom 6:4-5

4
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
 the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of 
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:

Col 2:12

12
Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead.



****REMEMBER- Anyone changing the biblical formula of water baptism is changing the Gospel message and is Biblically “accursed” according to Gal.1:8,9*****
Gal 1:6-9

6
I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

7
Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

8
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

9
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

3)Receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit)
 and Speak with New Tongues
Receiving the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit) = The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Rom 6:4

4
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Col 2:12-14

12
Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

13
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

14
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

Eph 1:13

13
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,

After obeying the Gospel in your life then…
· Continue on in the Gospel and Discipleship
John 8:31-32

31
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

32
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Acts 14:22

22
Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

Col 1:21-23
21
And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

22
In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

23
If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

1 Tim 4:16

16
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
· Find a church that preaches the full, Biblical Gospel Message, and attend regularly and faithfully, submit yourself to a godly pastor and support the ministry.
Heb 10:24-25

24
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Heb 13:17

17
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.
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Thayer’s Greek Lexicon describes the Gospel…





Gospel - 2097  euaggelizo-





to bring good news, to announce glad tidings 





a) used in the Old Testament of any kind of good news, 


	of the joyful tidings of God's kindness, in particular, 


	of the Messianic blessings 





b) in the New Testament used especially of the glad tidings 


	of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be 


	obtained in it through Christ, and of what relates to this


	 salvation 





c) glad tidings are brought to one, one has glad tidings


 	proclaimed to him 





d) to proclaim glad tidings, to instruct (people) concerning 


	the things that pertain to salvation





The Online Bible Thayer’s Greek Lexicon and Brown, Driver and Briggs’Hebrew Lexicon @1993








“I am come that they might 


Have


 life, 


and that they might 


have 


it 


more abundantly.”


                 Jesus Christ


                       30 AD(?)





The Gospel became such a part of Paul’s life that he eventually referred to it as his gospel…





In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.


 (Rom 2:16 KJV)











Note: The Apostle Paul writes that the Apostles were the trusties of the Gospel Message…





1Thes 2:4


4	But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.








For More Information Contact:





Beacon of Truth Ministries


P. O. Box 178


Outlook, SK


S0L 2N0


1-306-867-ACTS (2287)








All Biblical baptisms were done in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 





Acts 2:38


38	Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.





Acts 8:16


16	(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)





Acts 10:48


48	And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.





Acts 19:5


5	When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.





The Word Baptise means to Immerse





Baptise: 907  baptizo (bap-tid'-zo);





from a derivative of 911; to immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed (i.e. fully wet); used only (in the N. T.) of ceremonial ablution, especially (technically) of the ordinance of Christian baptism: 


Strong’s Electronic Concordance (KJV)@1989





All Biblical baptisms were done with the candidate being dunked


 completely in water.








Thayer’s Greek Lexicon describes repentance as…





REPENT: 3340  metanoeo-





1) to change one's mind (heart), that is, to repent 


2) to change one's mind (heart) for the better, to amend heartily with abhorrence of one's past sins








Baptism Forgives Sin!





Thayer’s Greek Lexicon


Remission –


859  aphesis-





1) release from 	bondage or 	imprisonment 





2) forgiveness or 	pardon, of sins 	(letting them go 	as if they had 	never been 	committed), 	remission 	(forgiveness) of 	the penalty








Those who received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost in the Bible Spoke with Tongues as a Sign of their Spiritual Baptism.





Acts 2:3-4


3	And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.


4	And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.





Acts 10:45-47


45	And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.


46	For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,


47	Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?





Acts 19:6-7


6	And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.


7	And all the men were about twelve.








